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COPIES of all Reports received by tlie Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland , 
from their Inspectors and Medical Inspectors during the months of December 
1861j and January and February 1862, relating to the Condition of the Poor 
in the Counties of Roscommon, Sligo, Galway and Mayo. 



(No. 25640. — 1861. — Tuam Union.) 

y Extract from Report from Dr. Brodie relating to Tuam Union, dated 

30 November 1861, received 1 December 1861. 

The Guardians expect that the present Rate will meet the requirements up to 
about 25 June next, that is, assuming the number to be relieved not to exceed 
the present, viz., 228, being five over the number estimated for, ; but taking into 
account the severity of the weather, and the scarcity of fuel, I think the 
number likely to seek relief in the Workhouse will exceed that estimated for. 
Although there has been a considerable failure in the potato crop in the Tuam 
Union, still there are not, in my opinion, just grounds for the fears expressed 
by the Reverend Mr. Conway in "his lengthened communication addressed to the 
Board of Guardians on Wednesday the 20th instant. There are large quantities 
of bread stuffs in the country, and prices not likely to exceed those of last year. 
Whilst on this subject, I may be permitted to observe that, at the Guardians’ 
meeting on Wednesday last, 1 questioned the Relieving Officer of the Headford 
District, whether he had, as directed by the Board, attended two days during the 
week in the town of Headford. He answered in the affirmative. I then 
inquired how many applicants for relief appeared before him. His answer— 
<s not one, sir.” , 

Turf is scarce and bad in quality, but coals are finding their way into the 
country, and Relief Committees are being formed. 



2.— Report from Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, relating to Ballinrohe Union, 
dated 7 December 1861. 

In pursuance of the request contained in your letter of the 27th ultimo, No. 
25183, forwarding a memorial addressed to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
by the Roman Catholic clergymen of the deanery of Ballinrobe, representing the 
utter failure of the potato crop throughout the district, and the present state of 
the population from the want not only of food but of fuel, I have the honour 
to report for your information that I have paid the desired visit to the Ballinrobe 
Union, having left Galway for that purpose on the morning of Tuesday last, and 
returning on yesterday, after having been through a good many electoral divi- 
sions of the union, and making very full inquiry into the present state and 
general prospects of the district. _ . , 

The general features as in the other western districts I have reported upon, 
are, great failure of the potato crop, and great scarcity of turf. 

There is a very deplorable loss of what is still the staple food of the lower 
classes, yet it cannot be correctly described as an “ utter failure. wi i many 
poor people the crop is exceedingly bad. I went into several gardens an saw 
that the yield, both as to number of roots and size, is very small, inose 
now being dug are pretty sound ; the diseased potatoes which were m t ie groun 
some four weeks since having quite melted away. There is a consi era e s lare 
of potato ground still undug ^ this is caused by the badness oi ie crop, e 
owners not thinking it worth while to make much exertion or pay tor a our o 
get them 'raised. The digging is now going on when they have no other emp 03 
ment, and, in many cases, it may be said that the supply will be ex aus 
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soon as the digging is finished. There is, however, from the very worst class of 
crop an improved gradation of yield, which will suffice to carry the possessors 
onwards to February and March. The loss of so large a share of the potatoes 
will probably cause a considerable accession to the number of workhouse inmates 
from this period onwards, until the spring is well advanced, when it is to be 
hoped that a good many of the labouring class, and farm servants male and 
female, will get the employment which, during the winter months, will be 
curtailed as much as possible by the small farmers. 

The workhouse will fully accommodate all who are likely to seek shelter in it; 
no doubt is entertained on this point. The memorial, however, adverts to a 
degree of destitution scarcely less than that of the famine period with which 
local exertion is powerless to cope. I cannot discover that such an extent of 
destitution is imminent or impending. Here, as elsewhere, there are occupiers 
of land in poor circumstances, whose resources are likely to prove inadequate to 
their necessities, who will suffer privations, and who, if unaided, may be obliged to 
yield under then- adversity. The number will be greater in proportion, as they 
are left to struggle without sympathy or assistance, and it is in the power of 
those who look upon the small holdings with unfavourable eyes to increase it. 

I feel confident, that by seasonable indulgence from their landlords in the pay- 
ment of rent, and by being afforded employment, this misfortune will not fall on 
any considerable number of the occupiers of land, and that as a whole, they will 
get over the difficulties of this year ; but there is no question that another un- 
prosperous year would ruin a great many of them, and press severely on many 
above them ; but instead of looking forward to such a calamity, we will rather 
trust to a merciful Providence for a genial season and bounteous produce to 
compensate for the present visitation. 

Up to the present time, generally speaking, there has been no want of food ; 
the several memorials addressed to his Excellency show a common purpose, to 
raise a cry of famine, and to throw the whole onus of providing for the people 
on the Government; the Ballinrobe memorial anticipatingly exonerates the 
landed proprietors, by describing the calamity as so vast in its proportions, that 
even were they disposed, they are unable to cope with it. It does not follow 
because the obligation is weighty that it should be thrown aside entirely, that no 
portion should he discharged. If those on whom the care of the poor immediately 
devolves were to come forward and point to all they had done, the sacrifices they 
had made, and say, the evil is of great extent, and, having done all in our 
power to meet it, we are now obliged to ask the Government to come to our aid; 
then, indeed, their appeal would be deserving of attention. In the case now 
under consideration, I do not consider the existing or prospective distress of such 
alarming magnitude. The recollection of the bygone famine years is creating 
exaggerated fears for the present. Whatever others may think, I am of opinion 
that no good can result from making an unnecessary alarm, or raising hopes of 
Government assistance without any reasonable prospect of the expectation being 
realised. ... 

For some years past this country has been improving, and its increasing pros- 
perity was a common topic in the newspapers, at public meetings, agriculture 
' shows, &c. ; the landlords and the large farmers have had their full share in 
this prosperity, the former in the shape of increased and well-paid rents, the latter 
in high prices for the produce of the land. A bad year has now come, and e 
potatoes, which appear to have been the mainstay of the small occupiers, are in a 
great measure lost ; but there is surely no just reason why the landlords and strong 
farmers should not share in the loss of the bad season, or look on with tol e 
arms while piteous appeals are being made to the Government, and not come, o 
the relief of their suffering tenants, and take practical steps to relieve the wan 
they describe or permit to be described as so dire and pressing.. There are many 
praiseworthy exceptions, noble examples of private munificence and ac ive 
humanity at work, on committees, &c. If those examples could stimulate o 
equal exertions there would be no need of such urgent appeals to the Governtnen . 

Turf is, unfortunately, both very scarce and very dear. It is lying in 
bogs in such a wretched state as to he totally unfit for use, and will continue 1 
this state until April next. Its want is felt even by those who are otherwise 1 
fair circumstances. . . , 

In the divisions of Shrule, Dalgan, and Kilmaine, being the first Ivisi e » 
great scarcity of turf prevails. The people of Shrule are supplied with 
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without any charge, from Lady De Clifford’s estate; the tenants are allowed to 
take away the heavy timber, and the labouring classes and <c squatters” the 
branches. In Kilmaine division the people are obliged to resort for timber to a 
wood seven or eight miles distant, and pay 3 s. a cartload for it ; the landlord 
does not reside in the district. 

Mr. Rutherford, a Scotch proprietor, living between “ Shrule” and “ Ril- 
maine,” has been supplying timber to his tenants and labourers. 

In Balinrobe, the scarcity of turf prevails ; coals are sold in the town and 
consumed by the poor people who have means to buy. Colonel Knox, the 
chairman of the Board of Guardians has distributed a quantity of turf chiefly to 
his poor tenants, and has also allowed them to take away large quantities of 
timber. A fuel committee has been formed and over 100 1. subscribed; with 
this sum it is proposed to purchase coals and distribute them at the rate of 1 id. 
per stone, the weekly sale to each family not to exceed one hundred weight. 
Employment is given by Colonel Knox, Mr. Tighe, Mr. Henry, and others. I 
visited, on Wednesday, Neale, Cong, and Houndswood divisions. Lord Kilmaine, 
Earl of Erne, &c. are getting in a supply of coal for the tenants and poor on 
their estates. Mr. Guinness, a large owner of property in Cong, has, I have 
been informed, ordered a large supply of coal for his tenants and the labouring 
poor ; he gives extensive employment. 

The electoral divisions of Portroyal, Ballyoney, and Cappaduff, forming the 
parish of Partry, were likewise visited by me. Turf is scarce, but there is a good 
deal of bogwood raised and used as a substitute, and in the mountainy districts 
heath is used for cooking purposes. In the Cappaduff division there is a heavy 
tax of four shillings in the pound to pay for the extra police force quartered 
there, in consequence of the local disputes that have made “ Partry” so notorious. 
The electoral division of Hollymount has the advantage of a good supply of 
timber, which is sold at 2 s. per load. A committee, has been formed to purchase 
coals and distribute them at a reduced price. I will bring those general observa- 
tions to a conclusion, by stating that from all I have heard and seen, it is my 
conviction that with local exertions and co-operation, the Poor Law liberally and 
efficiently administered will amply provide for those who may become entirely 
destitute, and that the great bulk of the people will get through the season 
without reaching the level of pauperism, and that with a good harvest next year 
the effects of this year’s distress will he scarcely perceptible. 

In dealing with the small occupiers of land who may he obliged to seek relief, 
the Board of Guardians will derive much facility in their ^operations from the 
humane interpretations put on the “ quarter-acre clause,” viz. “ that though, 
the head of the family is not legally entitled to relief, his occupation of the land 
does not preclude those dependent on him from being relieved. This view of 
the law is not generally known. 

In connexion with the present state of the country, it strikes me strongly that 
it would he of great benefit if the efforts of private persons and local committees 
were confined to assisting those who by a little aid may be able to weather 
through the season, and that really destitute and helpless persons were in a 
manner forced to accept the relief which is offered them in the workhouses ; 
relief beyond question more full and effective than can be afforded them through, 
such exertions.* It is no way surprising that those in possession of land, or the 
able-bodied labourer with a family who hopes to get over his temporary distress, 
should feel reluctant to go into a workhouse ; but it is scarcely accountable that 
the other classes of infirm and destitute persons should hesitate to avail them- 
selves of it. If this class were obliged to go at once where relief is provided for 
them, private benevolence could be more extensively exercised on those who 
really deserve assistance. Of those who are in a position to effect this object 
many rather encourage the prejudice against the workhouses. Granting that 
workhouses, in a period of extraordinary pressure, were open to animadversion, 
the experience of several years past should show intelligent men the great dif- 
ference in management at the present day. In an ordinary season people could 
indulge in unreasoning prejudice, and abuse the system generally; at the same 
time that they were unable to show the defects in its operation at their own door 
without doing much harm ; but it is lamentable to think that poor people may 

be 



* At Thursday’s meeting of the Board of Guardians there were but two applicants for admission. 
111. A3 
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be caused by unfounded calumnies against the workhouses to suffer hunger and 
misery, while food, clothing, and fire, and other attendance, is available on appli- 
cation. 

The valuation of the Ballinrobe Union is 59,910 l. 

The workhouse has accommodation for 644 inmates. 

The number at present in the house is 210, being an increase of 33 over the 
corresponding period of last year. 

The average number which will be maintained in the workhouse up to 1st 
September next may be estimated at 280, and from the 1st to the 29th Sep- 
tember at 160. 



The maintenance of this number will cost 
Additional clothing and bedding ordered 
Establishment expenses, &c. 


- 


£. 

1,445 

200 

1,030 


The assets are— 

Uncollected rate and balance in treasurer s hands - 
Deduct present debts ----- 


£. 

- 2,154 
206 


2,675 


Leaving available a sum of 


- 


1,858 


And a probable deficiency of - 


£. 


817 



The supply of clothing and bedding is good and sufficient. 
The Workhouse buildings are in good order. 



3,— Report from Dr. Brodic , Poor Law Inspector relating to the Oughterard 
Union, dated 14 December 1861. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 4th instant, 
forwarding a memorial addressed to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, by the 
magistrates, clergy and inhabitants of Oughterard, representing that distress to 
an alarming extent prevails in that district, and requesting that I should visit the 
union and report upon the subject of the memorial. 

In accordance with your desire, I visited Oughterard on the 9th instant. The 
baronial presentment sessions were held on that day, and afforded me a good 
opportunity of meeting well-informed persons from different parts of the union, 
and of making inquiry as to the condition of the people, &c. 

As to the result of my inquiries there and elsewhere, and of personal observa- 
tion, I beg to state that turf is generally very scarce, and the continued heavy 
rain is limiting the very small share which was fit for use, saturating and making 
quite useless all that was even a little soaked. Coals are being used in the town 
of Oughterard, and are sold to the poor at the rate of 1 s. per cwt. from the pro- 
ceeds of a small subscription raised from a few of the landlords and others 
residing in the locality. In the mountain district the people are raising bog-deal 
and pulling the heath for fuel. 

With respect to the crops, wheat did not yield well; oats pretty fair, but short 
of the produce a good harvest would have returned ; the potato crop, on the whole, 
has turned out very badly. 

In the town of Oughterard * there are 15 or 20 families of the labouring classes. 
They are all very poor and must soon enter the workhouse unless provided with 
employment. Except in the town there are hut few in the union who are no 
occupiers of land. The better portion of the land-holding class will not be 
seriously affected by the loss of their potatoes, having a little reserve of money or 
other available means to enable them to purchase food. There is, however, a 
large number of poor occupiers, and their prospects afford the only cause o 
anxiety, for the workhouse is open to and capable of accommodating those con- 
J r stitutiog 



* The property of George O’Flaherty, J. P., and J. Doig, J. P., two of the memorialists 
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stituting the ordinarily destitute, and I have no doubt they will avail themselves 
of it when the necessity presses, although some may chose to suffer privations 
before they seek such relief in it. 

I have been informed and am disposed to believe that the stock of potatoes 
will not carry many of the class referred to (small holders of land) beyond 
January or February ; and it is to be feared that their slender resources will not 
be adequate to maintain their families during the time intervening until next 
harvest. There is no employment worth mentioning being given in the union. The 
Law Life Company, who own property in it, as well as in the adjoining Union of 
Clifden have refused to subscribe towards the making of a railway between 
Galway and Oughterard. Mr. Robinson, their agent in this country, made an offer 
on Monday last to the magistrates and associated cess-payers on the part of his 
employers to subscribe one-half of the expense of making roads in the barony, 
provided they (the magistrates and cess-payers) would agree to have the other 
half raised off the barony. His proposition was not favourably entertained, 
Should such apathy on the part of all locally interested continue, there will be no 
resource left for those whose means may become exhausted, but to throw their 
families on the poor rates, and it will be for the Commissioners to enforce a 
humane and liberal application of the Poor Law, and particularly not to suffer the 
occupation of land to prevent relief being extended to the families who may be 
really destitute. 

There is accommodation in the workhouse for 880 persons ; there are at present 
but 79 in the house. 



4. — Report from Dr. Broclie, Poor Law Inspector, relating to Swineford Union, 
dated 24 December 1861. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated' 7th 
instant, transmitting a copy of a series of resolutions adopted by the Roman 
Catholic clergy of the deanery of Swineford, and of a memorial to his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant grounded thereon, representing that the people in that 
district are suffering great destitution from want of food and fuel. 

In accordance with your desire, I beg to report that I have visited the Swine- 
ford union, travelling through portions of it comprising several electoral divisions, 
on the 19th, 20th, and 21st instant. 

Turf is very scarce in general through the union. This was not so apparent 
in the town of . Swineford as might be expected or supposed from the statements 
in the resolutions referred to. On the morning of the 20th, I observed a con- 
siderable number of donkeys, say 30, each laden with two baskets of turf, 
entering the town. Each load sold at from 6 d. to 7 d., a high price certainly, 
hut not denoting an absolute dearth. Coal is used by the shopkeepers and better 
class of householders. It is retailed at the rate of 1 5. 4 d. per cwt. Nothing 
has been done in Swineford towards assisting the poor to procure fuel. The 
proprietor of the town and of property adjoining, to the value of over 2,000 l. 
per annum, is not at present in the country. His demesne is thickly wooded, 
hut this is of no benefit to the inhabitants, being so strictly preserved that not 
even the usual waste pickings of a wood can be gathered. The case might be 
different were the owner residing there. 

I walked from Swineford to Foxford, a distance of eight or nine miles, and 
went into several houses and gardens by the way. The electoral division of 
Swineford runs -along by this road for nearly, three miles. Turf was being used 
in most of the houses, and small pits of potatoes were to be seen in many gardens. 
Approaching to Foxford, turf became very scarce indeed, scarcely to be seer; 
consuming in the houses. In the town the want is equally felt ; the poor people 
are burning brushwood, &c., gathered on the hills, the property of Archdeacon 
Jackson. Timber is being sold at the rate of 3 s. per load at a place called 
Dromond, distant three miles from Foxford. Coal has not yet found its way 
into this part of the Union, nor has any step been taken to form a committee for 
the purpose of introducing and furnishing it to the poor at & cheap rate. : 

No fuel committee has been formed (so far as I could learn) in any part of the 
Union, and though the fact of their being few resident proprietors in it would 'be 
a serious drawback to any efforts in this direction ; yet were the matter taken ug 
in. a 4 in 
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Fuel. 



in an earnest and practical manner, much good might be effected. No matter 
how little may be achieved, it is rather strange that the memorialists should not 
at least have made a trial. 

Should the weather keep fine and dry, turf will be plenty in March. In the 
mean time the present want could be much alleviated by local exertions and 
organization similar to that in operation in other places. 

The potato has generally been a bad crop, small in size and of bad quality. 
With the small landholders the stock will be exhausted in February or March ; 
a great number of them are heavily in debt to shopkeepers and money lenders. 
Those are the persons most likely to suffer from distress, for the really destitute 
having neither houses nor land will, in most cases, avail themselves of workhouse 
relief, while the others will endure any amount of privation before they think of 
parting with either. The absence of local measures of relief must have the effect 
of increasing the number of destitute persons, and it will devolve on the 
guardians to take proper steps for their effectual relief, and to exercise the powers 
vested in them in a humane and liberal spirit. 

With respect to oats, I have to observe that there appears to be a fair stock in 
the huggards ; I should say as much as in any ordinary season. 



(No. 27125. — 1861. — Tobercurry Union). 

5.— Extract from Report from Dr. Broclie, Poor Law Inspector, relating to 
Tobercurry Union, dated 24 December 18G1. 

Fuel is scarce in the locality, but as yet no distress from want of food exists, 
nor do I apprehend that the distress will be greater than the resources of the 
union can provide for. The highest rate made on the 31st October last was 
1 s. 9 d., the lowest 4 d. 



(No. 489.— 1862.— Ballinasloe Union). 

6.— Extract from Report from Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, relating to 
Ballinasloe Union, dated 4 January 1862. 

The number of inmates at present in the house exceeds that of the same period 
last year by 15 only, and although there were fears entertained some weeks sme 
that the number would greatly increase, there seems at present no reason to 
apprehending any very unusual pressure. There was, no doubt, a great w 
fuel felt during the prevalence of wet weather, but this has been met in a 
great degree by the timely aid afforded hy two local relief committees who aie 
distributing largely both in money and kind. A large quantity of tim er 
been cut down in Lord Clancarty’s demesne, and sold to all comers at les 
the cost of felling. His Lordship is also affording employment at an advance m 
wages of 2 d. per day to enable the recipients the better to procure ue • 
favourable change in the weather has been of considerable benefit, tn p P 
being enabled to enter upon the bogs to remove the half dried turi, an j 
when added to a little wood or coal, will afford considerable assistance. 
effect the frost has had in drying up the land is nowhere more strikingly ex 1 . 
than in the neighbourhood of the river Suck, whole tracks of water rese 5 
lakes having disappeared in an amazingly short space of time. j 

The number discharged from the worknouse during the past four wee s e 
the admissions by 24, while during the previous seven weeks the admi 
exceeded the discharges by 61. 



(No. 587— 1862.— Sligo Union.) 

7. — Extract from Report from Dr. Geary , Medical Inspector, relative 

Sligo Dispensary, District of Sligo Union, dated 7 January 18 
The town and neighbourhood of Sligo is free from epidemic disease , th^ 
register exhibiting but four entries under the head of fever smc ^ ecem i, er 
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December 1861 ; all of which were transferred to the County Fever Hospital, 
which has accommodation for about 50 patients ; but at this moment having 
only five under treatment. 



8 . — Report from Dr. Geary , Medical Inspector, relative to the sanitary state 
of his District, which comprises among others, the Counties of Galway, Mayo, 
Roscommon and Sligo, dated 7 January 1862. 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of the Commissioners’ Letter, dated 
31st ultimo, requesting that “ I communicate -to them the general result of my 
observations on the present sanitary condition of the poorer classes in my district, 
and state my opinion as to the probability of disease arising through want of food 
or fuel in the course of the ensuing spring.” 

As the Commissioners are aware, the Connaught District assigned to me, 
comprises the entire of six counties, and portions of the Counties of Limerick 
and Tipperary, extending over an area of 8,200 square miles, and embracing 
a population of some 1,450,000, a large proportion of whom are scattered over 
the bleak, unsheltered, and comparatively unproductive north-western seaboard 
of Mayo, Galway, and portions of Sligo. 

In this vast area, the “ poorer classes,” miserably housed and scantily clothed, 
are at all times readily affected by inclement seasons and consequent defective 
or blighted crops, to which unhappily must be added at the present period, the 
almost total want of fuel ; a visitation perhaps the most crushing to the poor of 
any which could befal them, and one which obviously claims the closest attention 
of all having the more immediate responsibility of their sanitary condition. 

The privations and trials which the “ poorer classes ” have been contending 
with during the recent severe and damp weather, since the defective state of the 
last harvest crop has been ascertained, has engaged my most anxious attention, 
especially in the remoter and more exposed localities in my district, and although 
apprehensions naturally arose, that disease of one kind or other would be 
developed and keep pace with the alleged extent of defective and insufficient 
nutrition, as well as the unquestioned scarcity of fuel, I am happy in being 
enabled to assure the Commissioners, from a thorough knowledge of the fact, 
that the sanitary condition of the 43 unions comprising my district, is this day 
in as good a state as at the corresponding period of former years, presenting a 
most favourable absence of fever, dysentery, diarrhoea, or other epidemic affec- 
tions of any kind, medical relief being only sought for such ordinary affec- 
tions as are incidental to this season, a condition which prevails in the large 
and populous towns of Limerick, Sligo, Galway and Ennis, as well as in the 
smaller towns having considerable pauper populations. 

This satisfactory state of matters may in a great degree be attributed to the 
generous and charitable exertions which are being generally made by the public 
to alleviate the pressure on the poor, through the distribution of meal and fuel; 
and I may mention that in Limerick the munificent sum of 1,100 l was collected 
for the purchase and gratuitous distribution of fuel, while very large sums have 
been raised in other places for the double object. 

The disinclination of the poor to accept in-door workhouse relief, is now 
assumed as a reason for seeking contributions for the purposes referred to, but 
the suggestion naturally arises, how much longer can this humane and praise- 
worthy gratuity continue to be meted out ? There seems but a too well grounded 
belief that the extent to which voluntary contributions, can reach destitution, is 
wholly iDSufficient to meet the full demand, a fact which leads to the anticipation 
of the gradual depreciation of the vital powers which become ultimately so 
enfeebled as to render the constitution an easy prey to febrile and dysenteric 
disease ; and the experience of former visitations tends to the conclusion that 
the human frame exposed to the lowering effects of insufficient nutriment, or 
food deteriorated in quality, especially when accompanied by the depressing 
agency of cold and damp, is sure to present a fruitful source for the creation 
and spread of contagious disease of the most intractable character. How far the 
modified form in which these causes predominate at present, may tend to the 
poor being visited by disease to any great extent during the ensuing spring, 
must, in my opinion, depend in a material degree on the state of the weather; 
111 . B its 
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■ its continued mildness leading to the hope that the exertions -which are effec- 
tively and vigorously being made to provide a supply of fuel, may be productive 
of that domestic comfort, without which all others are insufficient to secure 
health, while on the other hand, there is but too great reason to anticipate 
the increase of disease, should the weather prove unusually inclement, wet and 
stormy. 



(No. 927. — 1862. — Carrick-on-Shannon Union.) 

9.— Extract from Report from Dr. Geary , Medical Inspector, relative to 
’ J am estown Dispensary District, Carrick-on-Shannon Union, dated 10 Ja- 
nuary 1862. 

The medical officer reports the health of the district as very satisfactory. 
A fair extent of vaccination. 



(No. 928. — 1862.— Carrick-on-Shannon Union.) 

10 —Extract from Report from Dr. Geary , Medical Inspector, relative to 
Leitrim Dispensary District, Carrick-on-Shannon Union, dated 10 January 
1862. 

The medical officer states, that the health of the district is normal, there being 
an absence of fever or epidemic affections of any kind. 



11.— Report from Dr. Hill, on his District, which extends into the County 
of Roscommon, but consists chiefly of Unions in Leinster, dated 11 January 
1862. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 27,056/61, 
of the 31st ultimo, relating to the present sanitary condition of the poorer classes 
in my district, and the probability of disease arising through want of food or fuel 
in the course of the ensuing spring. 

On receipt of your letter, I issued a circular to nearly every medical officer in 
my district, requesting information on the subjects referred to, and now beg leave 
to submit to you the following remarks as the result both of my personal 
observations, and of the replies received from the dispensary medical officers. 

The instances are rare in which the present sanitary condition of the poor in 
a dispensary district is unfavourable, as compared with that of the corresponding 
period of former years. In a few of these, fever of a typhoid character is more 
or less prevalent, though not to such an extent as to constitute an epidemic; 
the disease being apparently more the result of peculiar local influences, com- 
bined with the neglect of drainage, cleanliness, and ventilation, than of any 
unusual scarcity of food or fuel. In a few others, various inflammatory affec- 
tions of the respiratory organs, and a severe form of influenza have added 
considerably to the number of the sick registered at the dispensaries during the 
last month. 

In the large majority of dispensary districts under my inspection, the present 
sanitary condition of the poorer classes is very favourable ; they are free from 
fever, scarlatina, small pox, or other epidemic ; and the catarrhal affections 
incidental to the season are not more prevalent or severe than in former years. 
In these instances there has been no pressure from want of food among the 
peasantry, for though the failure of the potato crop has been very general 
throughout the country, other articles of consumption, as oaten meal, Indian 
meal, turnips, &c. are plentiful and as cheap as, if not cheaper than at this 
time last year, while owing to the mildness of the weather during the last fout 
or five weeks, employment has been more abundant than usual, and wages fairly 
remunerative. ' ' 

Along the sea coast the fishing has been successful, and the supply of food 
better than in former years. 

• • from 
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From some dispensary districts the reports are not quite so favourable; though 
enjoying an immunity from fever, and other infectious or contagious diseases, the 
poorer inhabitants are suffering from influenza, pulmonary, and rheumatic affec- 
tions. These diseases are not, however, more prevalent than in former winters,- 
nor are they attributed to want of food or fuel, but to atmospheric changes, and 
particularly to the cold dense fogs which have of late been so common along the 
eastern coast of Ireland. 

In all parts of my district, however healthy, in which turf constitutes the 
ordinary firing of the poor, the want of fuel has been much felt, but this pri- 
vation has been greatly alleviated by the liberality of landlords in supplying 
their poorer tenants with wood, and by charitable associations, who have raised 
considerable sums of money by subscription, and purchased large quantities of 
coal for distribution amongst the destitute. 

In those parts of the country not dependent upon turf, and either within a 
convenient distance from a sea port, or enjoying the facilities of railway commu- 
nication with one, no scarcity of fuel has been or is likely to be felt ; coals being 
more abundant and cheaper than at ordinary times, owing to the stoppage of 
many of the factories in England, and the large stocks that have accumulated in 
consequence. 

With reference to the probability of disease arising through want of food or 
fuel during the ensuing spring, much must depend upon the state of the weather 
during the next two months. In my district the supply of provisions, with the 
exception of the potato, is ample, and procurable at reasonable prices; while 
the quantity of turf cut and remaining' in the bogs is unusually large. Should 
the weather in the early spring be dry and favourable to agricultural operations, 
employment will be abundant, and the wages of the labouring classes will enable 
them to provide themselves with sufficient food ; at the same time that an 
immense supply of turf will be rendered available for use at a time when the poor 
are usually most in want of fuel ; if on the other hand, frost and snow 7 should 
prevail during the latter part of this month and in February, followed by cold 
rains in March, so as to preclude the possibility of out-door labour, I fear that 
in some dispensary districts a considerable increase of poverty and disease will 
ensue ; but even under such circumstances I do not anticipate that the amount 
of destitution will be so great as to cause any strain upon the resources of the 
unions; nor do I see any reason to apprehend that the increase of disease will 
reach to anything like ail epidemic of fever. 



12. — Further Report from Dr. Geary , Medical Inspector, dated 
14 January 1862. 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of the Commissioners letter in 
reference to the report which I transmitted by their directions, as to the present 
sanitary condition of the poorer classes in my district, embodying my opinion as 
to the probability of disease arising through want of food or fuel in tne course ot 
the ensuing spring. . . , , 

In their communication the Commissioners refer to their previous knowle ge 
of the exertions made in various localities of my district, to assist the poorer 
classes in the purchase of fuel at a cheap rate, adding “ that they do not un er- 
stand that funds raised by private subscription for that specific purpose, were m 
the course of being applied to the gratuitous distribution of meal, or o any 
general necessity existing for that form of charity,” owing to the moderate price 
at which both Indian and oat meal are procurable, while the price ot potatoes 
is little if at all higher, and the winter season has been so far mild and fine, and. 
more favourable to employment as well as to health, and therefore the ommis- 
sioners think it necessary that the statement made in my report of the 7th ms an , 
to the effect, that while the local subscriptions raised in Limenck have been 
applied to the purchase and distribution of fuel only, large sums have been su - 
scribed in other places for the double object of distributing both food an ae % 
by specifying the localities in which I know that to be the case. In reply, eg 
leave to state my apprehension that the form of expression in which the ou e 
class of relief was stated to persist, was open to the interpretation or its fnng o 
in. b 2 " a Wholly 
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a wholly gratuitous kind, as generally prevailed when it was intended to show 
that the exigencies of some localities suggested the necessity for relief by food as 
well as fuel, the latter being the want affecting the poorer classes almost without 
exception throughout my district ; and although both meal and fuel are not given 
wholly gratuitously in the localities where I lind food distributed, it must be 
taken to be so to a large extent, when it is understood that it is granted by the 
committees on tickets issued by them at prices about 50 per cent, less than first 
cost ; this arrangement is in operation at the present moment at Ballinasloe, in 
the County of Galway, where 1 examined the relief list held by Mr. James Horne, 
Honorary Secretary to the local committee, 

The list appears to be carefully drawn up, showing that there are now 283 
heads of families, comprising an ascertained aggregate of 719 persons, to whom 
meal and fuel are distributed weekly, at a reduction of 50 per cent, under first 
cost; meal, which stands the committee Is. 2 cl per stone, being given out at 
7 d., and coal at 10 s . per ton, which was purchased at about 20 s. I find that 
on the 7th instant were distributed 10 sacks of meal, each weighing 20 stone, 
and three and a half tons of coal, and a proportionate distribution was to he 
made on each succeeding Monday ; while the subscribed funds were unexhausted, 
the necessities of the poorer classes for this form of aid is attributed to the want 
of employment and insufficient remuneration for labour at this season of the year, 
as well as the loss sustained by many through the failure of the potato crop ; 
the committee are represented as taking every precaution against imposition, by 
supervision through themselves and persons appointed to act under them. 

In Galway the distribution of meal and fuel is also in operation since the 21st 
of December ultimo ; and I am informed by the Acting Honorary Secretary, 
Mr. Dillon, that during the week immediately preceding Christmas, a large quan- 
tity of meal and fuel were distributed free of any charge; and from that date 
both are given out on tickets, which are issued by the committee at a reduction 
of about 50 per cent, under prime cost. 

Lists of the names or number in family of the recipients are not kept, and the 
extent to which relief is given is approximated by ascertaining the number of 
tickets issued ; from this source of information it is stated that about 560 heads 
of families, representing some 2,400 persons, are being supplied with food and 
fuel at present ; and it is stated that the numbers may be expected to increase 
weekly. It has been stated to me that the committee decline issuing tickets to 
widows with children, considering them fit persons to seek in-door workhouse 
relief; and that their chief object is that of assisting these poorer persons to 
whom temporary aid could be promised as being of substantial benefit, by assist- 
ing the efforts which might be made by them to earn wages more or less in 
amount. 

Relief here is given in the proportion of one quarter stone daily at 2 d. to 
those residing at Galway, and three quarters stone at the same rate on each 
ticket to persons residing some distance from the town, the increased quantity 
being fixed to relieve the poor from the fatigue and trouble of coming distances 
for it; the extent of subscriptions is 569 l. 

It is staled that the efforts of the committee are latterly more directed to food 
than fuel supply, owing to the large arrivals of coal which has lessened in price, 
and also to the weather becoming milder, leading to the anticipation that relief 
by fuel may be discontinued by the month of March next, while aid through 
meal will from that time become the chief object of the committee's attention. 

In stating that 2,400 persons are in the receipt of relief at present, it is appre- 
hended that some abuse of the charities exists and to some large extent; even 
during this day some persons were detected presenting tickets a second time, 
who had been previously served on others with meal. 

It is obvious that the gradations of the poorer classes included among those 
receiving this charitable aid at present, are those contemplated to he relieved by 
the poor law ; and I cannot help feeling that a large risk is encountered by the 
poorer people, who, instead of seeking the more suitable and genial comforts 
which are afforded by in-door workhouse relief, prefer the discomforts and damp 
of ill-provided dwellings. 

The food, on which the poorer classes who constitute the mass of those seeking 
dispensing relief exist, is proverbially variable in quantity, and but too frequently 
insufficient in kind for the support and reparation of those physical exertions, 
where existence depends on active and exhausting labour-work of one description 

■ ■ or 
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or another. They seldom partake from one year’s end to another of animal food, 
or food of a nitrogeneous or carboniferous class ; and when, to their ordinary 
deprivation are added the depression of mind consequent on the large failure of 
the potato, their staple food, and want of fuel, their solace, after a day's hard 
labour and exposure to wet and cold, it is not an indulgence of apprehension to 
an unreasonable extent, to entertain fears for the appearance of disease during 
the ensuing spring. Should the weather prove inclement, and the artizan or 
labourer be thereby prevented from earning his daily wages, assuming even that 
work offered, of which there is at present a lamentable want, and which must 
become still more pressing should the weather prove adverse during the period 
between this and March. Commercial speculation has averted all apprehension 
of deficiency in food. Bread stuffs of the usual kind are to be found in every 
port and town in abundance, and at a reasonable figure ; the want of employ- 
ment is the engrossing consideration ; could this desideratum be attained the 
prospects of the poorer classes would become brighter, and the apprehension of 
disease be materially abated, provided that the supply of fuel be secured in the 
same proportion. 



(No. 1859. — 1862. — Gort Union.) 

13. — Extract from Report from Dr. Geary , Medical Inspector, relative to 
Gort Dispensary, district of Gort Union, dated 20 January 1862. 

The district is free from, fever, dysentery or diarrhoea, the applicants for 
dispensary relief chiefly suffering from cough and bronchial affections. 

The want of employment among the labouring and poorer classes resident in 
and about the town of Gort is represented as pressing on them to a large extent, 
and I found a relief committee assembled at the Board room of the union work- 
house engaged in checking the lists of persons to whom meal has been in course 
of gratuitous distribution for some days past. 

Fuel, the want of which has been for some time a severe privation, is repre- 
sented as being given by the surrounding gentry, in some instances timber being 
gratuitously distributed, and in others at moderate prices, and the committee 
have provided 10 tons of coal which it is intended to give out free of charge, but 
as yet none has been distributed. 

Potatoes, the ordinary food of the poorer classes, are still supplied in fair 
quantities in the market of medium quality and the last price averaged dd. per 
‘stone, while Indian meal is retailed at the rate of 9/. 2 s. 6 d. per ton, and 
coal is sold in quantities not less than two stone, at the rate of 30 s. per ton. 
there being a fair supply of both in the town. There are 315 heads of families on 
the Relief List and although no accurate average has been taken, it is estimated 
that each may be assumed as comprising three individuals, thus giving 945. 
Considering that the population of Gort, within the townland of which denomi- 
nation relief is limited, gives a population of about 2,400, it is to be appre- 
hended that much imposition has been practised on the committee up to this 
date, and the committee feeling this to be the case are this day engaged in care- 
fully revising the list. 

The scale of meal distributed is regulated thus : — 

Three in family ------ 1 stone weekly. 

Three to 5 in family ----- 1^ ditto. 

Over ditto ------ 2 ditto. 

The committee have secured their meal supply at 9/. per ton, and coal at 275. 



(No. 2011. — 1862. — Roscommon Union.) 

14. — Extract from Report from Dr. Geary , Medical Inspector, relative to 
Ballyleague Dispensary, District of Roscommon Union, dated 23 January 
1862. 

The district is free from fever, dysentery or epidemic disease of any kind ; 
colds and bronchial affections constituting the bulk of disease for which relief is 
sought. 
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(No. 2,012.— 1862. — Roscommon Union.) 

15 . Extract from Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector, relative to 

the Roscommon Dispensary, District of Roscommon U nion, dated 23 J anuary 
1862. 

The sanitary state of the district presents nothing at variance with the ordinary 
diseases which are incidental to the cold and damp season of the year. Fever, 
diarrhoea or dysentery not having been hitherto observed. 

The difficulties which the poorer classes experienced from the want of fuel 
are met by the distribution of coal, of which a stock has been obtained through 
local subscriptions, the cost charged being at the reduced amount of about 50 
per cent., and timber has also been supplied to a large extent. 

A moderate amount of out-door relief is being granted to 47 individuals by the 
Board of guardians ; the present weekly expenditure being 31. 3 s. 



(No. 2210. — 18G2. — Glennamaddy Union.) 

16.— Extract from Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector, relative to 
Glennamaddy Dispensary, District of Glonuamaddy Union, dated 24 Ja- 
nuary 1862. 

The district is free from fever or epidemic affections of any kind. The diffi- 
culties which the poorer classes experience from the want of turf are relieved in 
a large degree by supplies of timber, but the stock of potatoes which are reported 
as being of an inferior quality is fast working out.. 

The fatm-yards in a large extent of this union and district through which I 
travelled to-day appear to be most abundantly stocked with oats, and the market 
price is stated to be so low os 7 s. to 8 s. 6 cl. per barrel of 14 stone. 

The want of employment is stated to be general, and hence the chief source of 
suffering to the labouring classes. 



(No. 2211. — 18C2. — Glennamaddy Union.) 

17. — Extract from Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector, relative to 
Williamstown Dispensary, District of GlannamaddyUnion, dated 24 January 
1862. 

■ The district is free from epidemic disease of any kind. 

The medical officer states that the poorer classes have been suffering a good 
deal from the want of fuel, but that the neighbouring landlords are now giving 
timber at a reasonable price. 

Employment is not given to the labouring classes generally, but Sir Thomas 
Burke employs a large number of his tenantry who reside within this district. 

The potatoes which are reported as being of inferior quality, have hitherto been 
the sustenance of the dispensary class of poor ; this supply is represented as 
drawing to a close, but I cannot bring to my recollection any part of my district 
where the stacks of oats are more abundant in the enclosures of houses, and the 
price at the last market-day varied from 7 s. to 8 s. 6 d. per barrel of 14 stone, 
which is a very low figure, and quite within the reach of the labouring classes 
when ordinary employment is available. 



(No. 2296.— 1862.— Scariff Union.) 

18. — Extract from Report of Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, relating to 
Scariff Union, which i 9 partly in the County of Galway, dated 27 January 
; 1862. 

• The Condition of the poor in the union is one of great hardship this year. 
Fuel is as scarce as in many other parts of the county, and the employment- o 
labourers has much diminished, owing to the reduced means of the farming 

, . clasps. 
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classes. The number of young able-bodied men has much increased in the 
workhouse, and forms a class larger in proportion than any other, comparing the 
classes this year with those in the workhouse at the corresponding period in 
previous years. Next to these come the able-bodied women. But the infirm 
inmates are considerably less than in former years, and the children are the same. 

It seems to me that the influx of strong labouring men into the workhouse 
affords striking evidence of'the poverty of the district, but it also gives ground 
for hope that the distress will be but temporary, and will cease with the com- 
mencement of spring work. 



(No. 2381. — 1862. — Galway Union). 

jg, Extract from Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector, relative to 

Galway Dispensary, District of Galway Union, dated 27 January 1862. 

Some cases of diarrhoea and also attacks of gastrodynic have occurred recently, 
hut fever or other affections have not appeared in an epidemic form. 

The operations of the Relief Committee continued, and coal and meal are 
being distributed at reduced prices to a large proportion of the population resi- 
dent within certain limits. This population is estimaled at some 25,000, and 
the managing representative of the committee informed me that relief is now being 
extended to about 7,000 persons, which is independent of the meal-relief given 
by the society of St. Vincent de Paul to Claddagh fishermen. 

The health of the district, notwithstanding this state of matters, continues 
good. 



(No. 2382. —1862.— Galway Union). 

20. — Extract from Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector, relative to the 
Turloughmore Dispensary, District of Galway Union, dated 27 January 1862. 

Variola does not exist, nor is fever or other affections of any class prevalent. 
The medical officer states that the residents in the hnmbler walks are poorly 
circumstanced for fuel, and that the potatoes which were stored will be consumed 
at an early date. Supplies of fuel are, however, obtained from the plantations 
of the neighbouring gentry, and meal is being had on credit. 



(No. 2383. — 1862.— Galway Union). 

21. — ExTRACTjfrom Report from Dr. Geary , relative to the Oranmore Dispensary, 

District of Galway Union, dated 27 January 1862. 

The medical officer states that the poorer classes are badly circumstanced for 
want of employment ; that the crop of potatoes, which were, generally of an 
inferior kind, are fast disappearing, about one-third of the residents being now 
without any remaining, and that meal constitutes their support, being obtained 
on credit at a rate above the market-price. 

Subscriptions are collected, and coal purchased, which is being sold at about 
one-half of the prime cost. . 

* The district is free from fever, dysentery, diarrhoea, or epidemic affections of 
any class. 

(No. 2384..— 1862. — Galway Union). 

22. — Extract from Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector, relative to the 

Western Dispensary, District of Galway Union, dated 27 January 1862. 

The medical officer states that a fair amount of employment is- given by the 
gentry, and that timber is supplied to a large extent for fuel without cost, ana 
that some of the proprietary have provided coal, which is sold at half the original 
cost. 
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(No. 2774. — 1862. — Oughterard Union). 

23. Extract from Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector, relative to 

Oughterard Dispensary, District of Oughterard Union, dated 30 January 
1862. 

The district is free from fever, dysentery, or other affections in any epidemic 
form, hut it is stated that the labouring classes are suffering much from want of 
employment, and consequent inability to provide such quantities of food and fuel 
as their necessities are reported to require. I have seen many able-bodied men 
restin'* about the village of Oughterard ready, it was stated, to accept employ- 
ment, 'but none offered ; and under an impression that they were entitled to out- 
door relief, made application to the relieving officer, which could not be complied 
■with, as a large extent of unoccupied accommodation is still available at the 
•workhouse. There is great scarcity of turf, but timber can. be obtained at very 
reasonable prices. The weather continues very inclement, which adds to their 
sufferings. 



(No. 2769. — 1862. — Oughterard Union). 

24. Extract from Report from Dr. JBrodie, Poor Law Inspector, relating to 

Oughterard Union, dated 31 January 1862. 

Tee clerk is of opinion that the current rate will be sufficient to meet the 
expenditure up to the 29th September next, hut if the guardians administer the 
law in anything like a liberal spirit it will, in my opinion, fall short of the 
requirements. He informs me that on Tuesday last a crowd of men, numbering 
about 40 or 50, came to the workhouse gate with the view, as they stated, of 
getting employment or relief from the guardians. There was no meeting of the 
Board Oil that “day. The relieving officer who was in attendance took down the 
names of all the persons, together with the names and ages of their families, and 
filed up tickets for such as appeared to him to be in immediate distress. He 
then visited the houses of some of them, and on offering them tickets to the 
workhouse they refused their acceptance, saying it was not the workhouse they 
wanted, hut employment or out-door relief. None of the party have since come 
to the workhouse. _ . . 

It will be necessary to address tlic guardians on the subject, and to point out 
to them how essential it is that they should meet weekly for the transaction of 
the union business, so that destitute persons in search of relief should be aware 
that they can, at least weekly, make known their wants personally to the 
guardians. 



(No. 2773— 1862.— Clifden Union.) 

25. — Extract from Report from Dr. Geary , Medical Inspector, relating to 
Clifden Dispensary District, dated 31 January 1862. 

An examination of the medical relief register and the statements of the 
medical officer tend to show that epidemic disease does not exist in any lorm. 

The recent communications received from the Commissioners in reference - o 
certain steam facilities for visiting the islands of the coast of Mayo and a way 
were hoped to be availed of, but the steamer “ Geyser,” not having turne up, 
accompanied Dr. Brodie, poor law inspector, with the hope of being ena e 
cross into the Island of Baffin, which is included in the Clifden Dispensary 1 
trict, and in which representations have been made that dysenteric an o e 
affections prevailed, consequent on privations of food and fuel, and we o 
sought the starling point of Cleggan this day, but were wholly unable to 
to sea owing to the severity of the gale and the high sea which rolled. 1S 
to he regretted, as it would have been most desirable to ascertain by dnec o 
servation the true extent to which disease existed. So far as conclusions . ma y 
arrived at from the statement of Dr. Suffield, medical officer of the dis ric , 
who has not visited the island since the month of October last, and tha o • 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




THE POOR IN CERTAIN COUNTIES IN IRELAND. 



17 



Tyner, the medical officer of the Renoyle Dispensary district, who has frequently 
visited the Island of Boffin on behalf of Dr. Suffield, and whose advice is often 
sought by persons from that place, the amount of illness might be taken as 
fractional. 

The information derived from various sources leaves a strong impression that 
the want of fuel is being extremely felt by the residents, and the food of the 
residents seems to be at present confined essentially to Indian meal, which is 
procured through sources which can be hardly looked to as likely to ensure a 
continued supply ; and under such circumstances, and the continued severity of 
this rainy and tempestuous weather, there seems reason to apprehend disease 
may appear and become general, which demands the consideration of better 
arrangements, by which effective medical relief may be secured for the population 
of the Islands of Boffin and Shark, numbering about 1,200. 

The poorer classes are represented as suffering a good deal from the want of 
employment throughout the electoral divisions on the main land. Potatoes are 
brought for sale to the market of Clifden of a bad quality, and the very inclement 
wet weather, which has continued to prevail for several days past, is aggravating 
their position. Coal is imported, and selling at a fair price, 25 s. per ton. 
Some cases of a dysenteric character have been observed, but not to any extent 
up to the present time. 



(No- 2771.— 1862.— Clifden Union.) 

2 G. — Extract from Report of Dr. Geary , Medical Inspector, relating to 
Renoyle Dispensary District, Clifden Union, dated 31 January 1862. 

The district is free from fever, dysentery, or other affections in an epidemic 
form. The residents of the poorer classes are stated to be much affected by the 
want of turf ; and the stock of potatoes, which were of inferior quality, is now 
nearly consumed, the bulk of the people using Indian meal, which is purchased 
at Clifden, and every available material calculated to make a fire is being so re- 
sorted to. Employment is not generally given, and, it was added by the medical 
officer, that some parties locked up their cabins and left the country. The 
weather is, and has been for many days past, extremely wet, and the poor are 
reported as suffering severely from want of fuel, and should the want of employ- 
ment continue their condition will be much aggravated. 



(No. 3831.— 1862.— Gort Union.) 

27. — Extract from Report from Mr. Bourke , Poor Law Inspector, relating to 
Gort Union, dated 31 January 1862. 

31st January 1862. 



Workhouse Accommodation for Number of Inmates, 

780. 161. 



The foregoing return show's a very slight increase in the number of inmates 
upon last year or the year before, and so far as this may be deemed an indication 
of the state of the poor, it would appear to show that the existing distress is not 
more severe than at corresponding periods of former years. Any such inference, 
however, would be decidedly erroneous, as it is beyond all doubt that the con- 
dition of the poor, and especially the. labouring class, is far worpe than during 
ordinary seasons. But the distress, though severe, does not amount to complete 
destitution ; and as long as the people can make any shift to support themselves 
and their families, however miserably and inadequately, they will not enter the 
workhouse. 

The causes producing this distress are those common to the whole of the 
south and west of Ireland — the deficiency of the grain, harvest, the failure of the 
in. C P otato 
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potato crop, and the scarcity of turf. Employment, which is always scanty 
during the winter months, has been unusually limited this season, partly because 
it was unfavourable for farm work and partly because the farmers have less 
means than at other times to spend upon labour, and the workman, having lost 
the small crop of potatoes planted for his own use, and destined to meet periods 
of stagnation, has been compelled to purchase his food, and frequently his 

^Private charity has been exercised in alleviation of this distress, and whilst 
many residents are devising means of employing the poor and providing them 
with timber for fuel at a moderate price, a relief committee has been formed at 
Gort, with a view of issuing food gratuitously to the most distressed, and selling 
coal at about one-third of the cost price. During the week that I visited Gort, 
relief in food and fuel had been issued to 320 families, a large proportion of the 
population of the electoral division, to which it is confined, and which probably 
does not amount to G,000. . 

It is to be remembered, however, that the west district of this union, compris- 
ing the electoral divisions of Kinvarra and those adjoining, which, in the famine 
years, furnished a very large share of the pauperism of the union, is this year 
well supplied with potatoes, and exempt from the loss which their failure has 
created elsewhere. 



(No. 2772.— 1802.— Clifden Union.) 

28 —Extract from Report from Dr. Geary, Medical Inspector, relating to the 
’ Roundstone Dispensary District, Clifden Union, dated 1 February 1802. 

The district is free from fever or other affections in an epidemic form. Some 
cases of dysentery and some of diarrhoea have occurred, which the medical officer 
attributes to the custom which prevails along the sea coast of eating small shell 
fish uncooked, as also to the privation which is experienced through the want ot 
fuel. The Law Life Insurance Company, who are the landlords, have imported 
some coal, a small portion of which has been given away to some 20 poor 
families ; but much hardship is encountered by the general deficiency of firing. 
It is reported that a good deal of potatoes are still held throughout the district, 
but the quality bad and soapy ; and it does not appear that meal has been 
gratuitously distributed in this district. 



29.— Report from Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, relating to the Islands of 
Boffin, Shark and Innisturlc, dated 17 February 1862. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 26,706 , 
1861, dated 21st December last, transmitting a memorial from residents ot tne 
island of Boffin, representing the condition of the inhabitants of that lslan an 
Shark Island from scarcity of food and fuel, and requesting that I shou vis 
those islands and the other islands on the coast of Mayo and Galway, and rep 
upon the condition and prospects of the inhabitants. . 

I have also to acknowledge the subsequent communications upon, the su j 
including that of the 7th instant, informing me that Her Majesty s ship eyser 
had been ordered to proceed to Galway to convey me round the coast. 

I now beg to report that I went on board the “ Geyser” on Tuesday morn o 
the 11th instant, and left Galway Bay at eleven o’clock a.m., with the m ® ' 
of first visiting the islands of Arran. On nearing those islands, I dec™ 
advisable not to land, but to proceed to Boffin, taking advantage ot e 
weather to effect a landing on that island. The vessel accordingly steame , 
and came to anchor within a mile or two of .Boffin, on Wednesday morning- 
went ashore, and proceeded to visit the several parts of the island, accompa 
by Mr. Black and the Rev. Mr. Walter, n. c.c. I addressed a letter on on 7 
evening to the relieving officer of the Clifden Union, directing him to mfi 
on the island on Wednesday. The relieving officer with Dr. Suffield, 
officer of the Clifden Dispensary District, of which Boffin forms a V- ’ 
arrived on the island about twelve o’clock. ij-u- 
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The island of Boffin contains 3,151 acres, valued at 560/.; the present poor 
rate is 1 s. 3 d. in the pound. The population of the two islands, Boffin and 
Shark, amount to nearly 1,200. Sub-letting of land is carried on to a «reat 
extent. There are very few tenants valued over 5 /., the great majority being 
small occupiers valued under 21. ' 

Boffin Island is the property of Mr. Wilberforce, an English gentleman, who 
purchased it from the Law Life Assurance Company. He let it to Mr. Black at 
a rent of 600 l. per annum, with the condition that Mr. Black should'expend a 
sum of 200 /. yearly in the improvement of the island. He keeps a lar^e estab- 
lishment for the sale of articles of food, &c. required by the islanders ° and he 
states that they are now in his debt to the amount of 600/. for meal, fishing 
necessaries, &c., advanced by him on the faith of being repaid by the produce of 
their land and fishing. The failure of the potato crop, scarcity of fuel, and the 
unproductiveness of last season’s fishing, have deprived the people of the means 
of meeting their liabilities to Mr. Black, and he has stopped the supplies. 
During the last five or six weeks, Mr. Black, in pursuance of his agreement with 
Mr. Wilberforce, employed about 140 men in improving the land; their wages 
at 10 d. per day amounted to 110 /., which he paid in meal. Some weeks, owing 
to the severity of the weather, the men were unable to work more than three 
days, other weeks five days. This work has now ceased. 

The diet of the islanders at present is almost exclusively Indian meal ; they 
endeavour to cook it with heath and the dried portion of the surface of the’ bo«'s. 
There is a large quantity of half dried turf lying on the bogs, and should the 
present fine weather continue, a considerable share will he available for use in 
the course of the next month or six weeks. There was no timber suitable for 
fuel drifted on the island this winter. 

Mr. Wilberforce sent one ton of Indian meal and five tons of coal for the 
relief of the most needy ; the coal was disposed of at reduced prices. 

The Rev. Mr. Walter received 20/. charitably contributed by persons uncon- 
nected with the island, including 10 /. from Mr. Donegan of Dublin. The Lord 
Chancellor of England, who also gave 5 /., is in treaty with Mr. Wilberforce for 
the purchase of a portion of the island, with a view to mining operations. 
Should the preliminary preparations be speedily completed, some employment 
would also be afforded. 

The oat crop of last year was not to say a good one, it was ground and con- 
sumed as an article of diet. 

There is at preseut very little potatoes on the island ; a few only having more 
than quarter or half bushel of 48 stones. So insufficient is the present stock, 
that unless potatoes for seed be supplied from some quarter, I fear this year’s 
crop must be very scanty, and next year in consequence another season of priva- 
tion. The Rev. Mr. Walter, who appears to be influenced by very proper 
feelings in regard to the welfare of the people, is so very keenly alive to the 
necessity of procuring a supply of potatoes for seed, that he is about to expend 
15 /., the balance of the 20 /. in his hands for this purpose. 

The Rev. Mr. Walter and Mr. Black informed me that there were four or five 
deaths from dysentery within the last four months. Mr. Black complained that 
he issued visiting tickets to the dispensary medical officer on the following 
dates— 27th December, 1st and 27th January and 8th February, and that the 
parties were not visited by him. I think it would be advisable that the medical 
officer should pay an occasional visit to the island when his other duties and the 
state of the weather permit. The islanders look upon it as a hardship that they 
are taxed and yet deprived of medical relief. 

My attention was directed to the cases of three or four aged persons suffering 
or recovering from illness. I recommended the relieving officer to give them 
some provisional relief. He objected, saying that the only relief he was 
empowered to give was a ticket of admission and a conveyance to the workhouse, 
and notwithstanding that I pointed out to him that relief could be afforded 
under the 1st section of the 10th Victoria, &c., they being aged and inflrm, and 
not in occupation of land, he obstinately refused to grant any, and it was not 
until the medical officer directed him to order some bread and rice, that he could 
be induced to acquiesce. One of the parties was an old man over eighty years 
of age, quite feeble after a long illness, and though pressed by me to relieve 
this poor man, the relieving officer refused to do so in any way, but by an 

I* 1 * D order 
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order of admission to the workhouse. The man who is so wanting in judg- 
ment or so obstinate as not to move out of the beaten track in a case of 
emereencv, is hardly fit for the office of relieving officer. A proper officer should 
visit the island once a week, or at least once in the fortnight to afford relief in 
urcent cases, and in order to be able to visit the island at convenient times, he 
should take up his residence at Ballinskill or Cleggan. 

There was not a hit of baker s bread, a drop of milk, or a pound of fresh meat 
in the island Mr. Black was obliged to send off to Clifden for bread for the 
nersons ordered provisional relief. With the exception of some young children 
and' a few aged persons, the majority of the people are healthy-looking, and have 
not the appearance of having as yet suffered from want of food. 

There is no coast guard station on the island. I should be glad to see a 
sergeant of constabulary sent there for the next two months. He could act as 
relieving officer, and accommodation can he hud on the island for a constable 

and two or three sub-constables. ... , ... , 

From the fact of Mr. Black having ceased to make the usual credit advances ; 
that a good portion, if not the entire of the improvement fund is already expended ; 
and that the people have no store of provisions or other means to fall back upon, 
thev are, I regret to say, likely to suffer privations for the next two months. 
If enabled to subsist until the spring work is over, they may require little further 
help as the fishing season which will soon commence, may fortunately prove 

more profitable than it has for the past few years. 

Peoardine: a supply of potatoes for seed, I am of opinion that the landlord 
should at once supply this want. If he should think it too great a sacrifice to 
supply the quantity gratis, be might give them at half-price, and take payment 
in easy instalments. When the times improve, this would not press heavily on the 
islanders, and the loss to him would be sraalUnileed. 

With reference to the fund at the disposal of the Society of Friends, I would 
earnestly recommend the application of a portion to the assistance of these poor 
islanders, and consider it could hardly he better bestowed; they are hardy, 
industrious and honest. A combination of adverse dispensations oblige them to 
encounter a season of privation. They are so circumstanced, being occupiers of 
small portions of land, that the provisions of the Poor Law do not apply to them; 
their case is altogether different from that of the mass of helpless poverty which 
is in a great degree absorbing the attention and funds of relief committees, See, 
and which should he left to the operation of the law , 

Seasonable aid at the present time would enable the inhabitants of ana 

Shark to struggle on, and with a favourable fishing season and good harvest, 
thev may attain, to them, a state of comfort and independence. . 

Should the Society of Friends determine upon appropriating a portion of men 
fund to this object, their charitable intentions would be almost nugatory y 
adhering to the resolution to contribute only in proportion to local subscrip ion. 
There are no means of raising any local fund, the people are all of t e sam 
class, and nearly in the same condition ; no man above them in rank, e jj ea P’ : 
priest, who probably finds it difficult enough to obtain a decent subsis nc 
amongst them, and Mr. Black. The only individual to whom they can look lor 
»y generosity, is Mr. Wilberforce. Now, although it is not directly a charitable 
donation, he has contributed 200 Z,, expended in assisting them and improving 
their condition. The other subscriptions in meal, coal and money, amoun _ 
37 1 10^., making a total of 237 1 105. ; one-third of this sum ^ould amount 
to nearly 80 Z., which certainly would afford considerable relief, out 
strongly hope that, should the subject receive favourable considera ion, . 
Society may be induced to, go a little further in giving liberal and eflec ive » 
in case they do so s the only persons on the island to whom the manage 
could be entrusted, are Mr. Black and the Rev. Mr. W alter ; the latter gen e _ 

I look upon as quite eligible, but it would be better to have some 
associated with him in the work. Without meaning to cast any, tne s ig _ 
imputation on Mr. Black, I must say, that from his personal dealings wi 
people, he can scarcely be regarded as a disinterested party. In the even, 
relief being afforded, I would recommend the Commissioners to apply^ or 
members of the constabulary to be temporarily stationed on the island, y - 

assist in the distribution of the relief, and otherwise be valuable auxiliary 
agents in reporting urgent cases of distress, sickness, ^ 
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No relief should be given gratuitously, it should be in exchange for labour on 
their own little holdings ; preparing the land for seed-sowing, &c. Some of the 
land on Boffin Island is very good for tillage. 

The inhabitants of Shark island are almost identically circumstanced with 
those of Boffin. 

The vessel anchored on Wednesday night in Ballymakill Bay, and at an 
early hour on Thursday morning proceeded to Inishturk. The surgeon of the 
“ Geyser ” landed with me on the island, and kindly visited a few sick persons, 
and sent them medicines from the ship’s stores. 

The condition of Inishturk is satisfactory. It is the property of Lord Lucan, 
and let by him to Mr. Hildebrand ; there are only 15 or 16 houses on the island, 
■with a population of about 100 persons, not one of whom is destitute. Cattle, 
pigs, poultry, &c. are to be met with, and potatoes for seed in sufficient quantity. 

I visited the Clare Island on Friday, and shall report in due course. 



(No. 4485. — 18 62.*- Newport Union. 

30. — Extract from Report from Dr„ Broclic, Poor Law Inspector, relating 
to Newport Union, dated 19 February 1862. 

During the past season, many families in the neighbourhood of Newport would 
have suffered privation for want of fuel, were it not for the relief afforded them, 
first by Sir Richard A. O’Donnell, who supplied coals at 6c?. per cwt., and a 
quantity of turf gratis. Secondly, by a fuel committee, who purchased a cargo 
of coals, and for several weeks have relieved gratuitously about 150 families ; and 
to others whose circumstances they considered better, have sold the coals at 
6 d. per cwt. The coals now in hands of this committee will supply the demands 
for at least a fortnight. So far as I can learn, there is a sufficient quantity of 
seed potatoes in the union which can be purchased at 4c?. or 4 Id. per stone. 



(No. 4769. — 1862. — Belmullet Union.; 

31. — Extract from Report from Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, relating to 
Belmullet Union, dated 22 February 1862. 

As regards the prospects of the union during the spring and ensuing summer, Prospects of 
it is, in my opinion, rather difficult to form an accurate opinion; there can be 
little doubt that in the electoral divisions of Binghamstown, north and south, 
there are some families who will be obliged to seek relief in the workhouse, or 
through some other source, during the summer months, if not before ; but from 
all I can learn there will not he many applicants from amongst the small holders 
of land before the 1st May. 

At present I do not hear much talk of distress through a dearth of provisions Food, 
m the union, as the po.tato crop proved to be more abundant than was 
anticipated in the early part of the season, they are. now selling at the rate 
of 4 d. per stone. 

The only other electoral divisions of the union in which the people are likely 
to suffer privation from the want of food, are “Knockaduff” and part of 
Belmullet ; the former is an electoral division on the north coast, and principally 
inhabited by a very poor class of small holders of land, and fishermen who are 
reduced to great poverty almost every summer, more particularly when there 
happens to be a bad take of fish. 'The rate required to meet the expenditure 
•for the year ending 29th September 1862, as per Estimate, was 4*. 6 c?. in 
the pound, and there is every, prospect of a larger rate being required next 
year. 

The want of fuel is beginning to be very much felt just now, with a prospect Fuel, 
of its being worse if the weather continue wet.* There is scarcely any turf in 

“ Binghamstown 



* The weather is now fine. 
HI. D 2 
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II Binghamstown South ” electoral division ; the inhabitants of that district come 
a distance of several miles to purchase it, and for which they pay 1 s. 6 i. a load; 
the load is two basketfuls, which they carry away on a horse's back, 

A subscription to purchase fuel was entered into by the wealthier classes, 
residing in and about Belmullct, but so far as I can learn the money was not 
called in and consequently coal has not found its way into Belmullet. A 
schooner! laden with coals, ran ashore in Blacksod Bay during the heavy gale 
on Friday last ; the coals will have to be unshipped and sold, and it is to be 
hoped that the gentlemen, who gave their names as subscribers to the relief fund, 
will now give their money towards the purchase of the cargo which is sure to he 
sold at a very great sacrifice. 



32 Report from Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, relating to Clare Island 

and parts of Belmullet Union, dated 25 February 1862. 

In continuation of my report of the 18th instant, I have the honour to state 
for your information that 1 visited Clare Island on Thursday t.he I3th instant. 
The area of the island is 3,975 acres, valuation 514 l. 11 s., and the population 
about 400 It is the property of the Law Life Assurance Company, the 
tenants are rated from 10 1. to 20 l. and 40 1„ although the company’s agent dis- 
countenances sub-letting it is carried on ; so that while lie has only 52 tenants 
on his rental, there are about double that number of occupiers. 

Communications between the island and main land generally precarious and 
difficult, now suffers additional interruption by the quay or landing place being 
broken. The road which runs through the island is in a very bad state, almost 
impassable in some spots. The expenditure of a few hundred pounds by the 
Law Life Assurance Company in repairing this lauding pier, and improving the 
road, would afford useful employment to the islanders. 1 lie earning ot the 

money would be of much present advantage, and I have no doubt the outlay 
would ultimately prove remunerative to the owners. 

About a fortnight since the agent, Mr. Robinson, sent in 10 tons ot coal to be 
sold at 8 d. per cwt. Up to the date of my visit a few cwts. only were disposed 
of. The islanders burn heath, which grows in large quantities on the mountain 
sides, and, unless for cooking purposes, they do not appear to feel the want ot 
fuel so much a privation as those residing on the main land. I understand it is 
the intention of the agent to send a further supply of 10 tons of coal, but trom 
what I have learned from the Reverend Mr. Davis, the Roman Catholic clergy- 
man living on the island, the money expended on the coals would be disposed 
of to more advantage to the poor in the purchase of Indian meal or oatmeal. 
The latter is preferable when the cooking is defective. There is a trader on tie 
island who sells bread stuffs, &c. Within the past few weeks he purchased 
15 tons of Indian meal, of which he had six. tons on hands the day ot my 

Although the stock of potatoes is not yet exhausted, some of the islanders aie 
at present in want of provisions. A portion of the inhabitants will not ave a 
sufficiency of potatoes for planting. The Reverend Mr. Davis collected a ew 
pounds from charitable persons, with which he lia9 relieved a small uum er o 
the poorest. He acts as warden for the purpose of giving tickets tor me ic 
relief. From the distance to Westport, and the dangers of the sea, the me ica 
officer is rarely called on to visit the island. No sickness of a serious na ure 
prevails. 

There is neither coast guard nor police station on the island. 

The inhabitants of Clare Island are generally not so badly off as those 
Inishboffin, but still there is full scope for the generosity of the owners o 
soil, or for the judicious exercise of private benevolence to enable the poor 
portions to seed and till their land. , 

On the evening of Thursday, the “ Geyser” proceeded to Westport nar • 
I devoted Saturday and Sunday to inspecting the Westport and Newport woi 
houses. The weather on Monday morning appearing squally, and the ca P j* 1 
having expressed a doubt of being able to get round “ Achill Head on 
day, I went ashore and posted to Belmullet, where I arrived late at mg > a 
found my letters awaiting me. j . - te( j 
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I visited the Belmullet Workhouse on Tuesday, and went through a consi- 
derable 'portion of the most distressed districts of the union on Wednesday 
(including the place denominated “ Sebastopol,” referred to in the communi- 
cation of the correspondent of Saunders News-letter). I shall state further on 
the result of my own observations, and the inquiries I was enabled to make. 

Although the vessel lay within a mile of a point of land, I was not able to 
get on board, and had to remain on shore Wednesday night, and it was not 
until 4 o’clock p.m. on the following day that the wind abated so as to permit 
me to go out to where the vessel lay. I was determined to land next day 
(Friday) on “ Iniskea and Achill but at an early hour of the morning it blew 
such a terrific gale that all the anchors had to be cast, and for some time it was 
•doubtful whether, if they held, that the cables would stand the strain. A schooner 
laden with coal, which lay in the bay, lost her three anchors, and was driven on 
shore ; the swell continued so heavy on Saturday that the captain would not put 
to sea. At half-past six o’clock on Monday morning the vessel steamed on towards 
“ Achill,” but it was found impracticable to effect a landing. I then decided 
on making for Galway, and to visit the Arran Islands on the way, as I have 
already stated in my report of this day’s date, the vessel remained (steam on) 
from eight o’clock p.m. to six o’clock on the following morning within 10 miles 
of Arran, and finding there was no chance of being able to land, she ran on to 
Galway, and arrived in the bay at four o’clock p.m. It is my present intention 
to visit the Arran Islands on Saturday should the weather turn up fair for the 
purpose. 

Having been unable to visit the Iniskea Islands, I made the best inquiry I 
could from the relieving officers and others regarding the position of the inha-, 
bitants, and beg to subjoin the following particulars, which I believe correctly 
represent their circumstances. 

The North Island contains 24 families comprising about 122 persons. Those 
people are in no danger of suffering from want. There are some 10 or 
12 persons on the island who hold no land, and usually depend for subsistence 
on their friends. This class are likely to avail themselves of relief in the work- 
house when the necessity arises. 

The south island is separated from the north by a narrow channel, contains 
35 families, including about 170 persons, and are much worse off than the 
inhabitants of the north island. Sub-letting of land prevails so much that the 
largest holdings are not more than three acres in extent, varying down to 
one rood. It is therefore hardly a matter of surprise that they are poor and their 
habitations miserable. It is calculated that their stock of potatoes will last 
until the latter end of March. From that period on to harvest they will need 
assistance, as very few have anything to fall back upon after the potatoes are 
consumed. 

The relieving officer visited the island on the 23d December last, and went 
into every house. He considered that the quantity of turf then on it would last 
about three months. There is no turf on the island, it is brought from 
“ Achill ” and the main laud, in the months of July and August. The islanders 
use very little except for cooking purposes. 

On the 31st January last the relieving officer gave an order of admission to 
the workhouse to a destitute family of six persons : they have since left the 
workhouse and returned to the island. According ns the season advances it 
will be necessary that he should visit the island at regular stated periods (as 
far as practicable), and exercise the power of affording provisional relief where 
it may be required, and to report from time to time on any matter of importance 
that may arise regarding the state of the inhabitants. 

As in the case of Inishboffin Islanders I would be glad that the charitable 
feelings of the “ Society of Friends ” were elicited in behalf of the poor of 
Iniskea. 

The Reverend Mr. Hewson is the Protestant rector of the parish in which 
the island is situate, and the Reverend Mr. Reilly the Roman Catholic pastor. 
No police or coast guards. 

With regard to “ Falmore ” in the Belmullet Union, it is the property of an 
English clergyman, the Reverend Mr. Palmer, and contains 37 families, most 
•of whom are very poor, and will in a short time be in want of food. Their 
-houses are wretched, and the want of fuel is much felt ; 25 families were evicted 
from this townland ; nine got small tenements in the adjoining townland of “ Carter 

in. D 3 Gilbert j” 
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Gilbert 10 families settled in another portion of the townland of Falmore, where 
they got small patches of land and built themselves cabins. The remaining 
six families went down to the sea-shore, built cabins on the sand, and gave 
the place the name of “ Sebastopol.” These have no land save very small gardens ; 
they endeavour to support themselves by fishing and making kelp; they are 
wretchedly poor, and fit objects for the workhouse if they would consent to enter 
it The 'other 10 families above mentioned are also very poor; 20 persons 
evicted from this townland were sent to America through the exertions of Mr. 
Vere Foster, and the interference of the Reverend Mr. Malone, p.r. of Belmullet. 

Some" of 'the inhabitants of Belmullet and the neighbouring district put down 
their names as subscribers to a relief fund ; the subscription list showed a total 
of 741., tho money has not since been called in, probably in view of greater 
distress arising at a later period. As fuel is daily becoming scarcer, it would be 
well if the good intention were put into operation, and a supply of coals pur- 
chased and disposed of at reduced prices. 

Since I commenced to write this report, I have seen Mr. Robinson, agent to 
the Law Life Assurance Company, and took occasion to mention to him my 
■views with respect to Clare Island. He stated that he was in communication 
with the Company in regard to the repair of the pier, and that he would arrange 
■with Mr. Livingstone of Westport to have ten tons of meal sent on the island 
for the relief of the poor ; those measures will be of much benefit to the islanders. 
If Mr. Robinson could assist the poorer portions to put down their crop it would 
be a great boon, and assist materially in raising them from their present poverty 
and prostration. 
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